NEIGHBORHOOD RESOURCE CENTER

BOARD OF DIRECTORS AND STAFF

Chair: Susan Schopp

Susan is the owner/operator of Neighborhood News, Inc., where she works with neighborhood associations in San Antonio, Austin, and Dallas to publish their newsletters, websites and directories.  She has been involved with many leadership and charitable organizations including Toastmasters, Project Learn to Read, the Houston Bridge project for the homeless and the Oak Hills Rotary Club Annual Fundraiser.

Vice Chair: Sylvia Mendiola

Sylvia is the Manager of Community Relations for VIA Metropolitan Transit and serves as a member of the Standing Committee on Senior Transportation.  She also is a member of the University Health System Community Advisory Board.  Sylvia attended Trinity University and has a M.B.A. from the George Washington University in Washington, DC.  She is married and has two boys and is involved in their school PTAs.
Secretary: Wendell Davis

Wendell is a professional planner with more than 28 years experience.  He serves as consultant with cities, private developers, builders and school districts.  His practice has included real estate market research and feasibility analysis, with a focus on the housing market.  He is also involved in database development, community indicators, geographic information systems and demographic/economic analysis.

Treasurer: Jackie Pepper
Jackie is executive director of King’s Court Housing Foundation, Inc.  She serves on the executive committee of the Cultural Collaborative as well as the Environmental Health Oversight Committee of City Public Service.  She is a current member of the Oak Park-Northwood Neighborhood Association and a past member of the Heart of the Neighborhood work group of the Northeast Inner Loop Neighborhood Plan.  

Don Arispe

Don is the community leadership facilitator for the 21st Century Leadership Center at St. Mary’s University.  He holds a BA in Sociology from St. Mary’s University and a Master of Theological Studies from the Oblate School of Theology as well as a Master of Social Work from Our Lady of the Lake University.  His many volunteer and community efforts include founder of San Antonio Kinship Care Collaboration and board member of the Christian Base Community Ministry.

Tom Newton
Tom is an attorney with Allen, Stein & Durbin, P.C. and a member of the State Bar of Texas, San Antonio Bar Association and various federal courts' bar associations.  He also serves on the board of directors for Community Associations Institute.

Mariana Ornelas

My instrument is the Paraguayan harp and I’m proud to play it. It has a distinctive melodious, crystalline sound which resonates from a hollow sound chamber. I first discovered it while I was a graduate student in Mexico City in the 1970’s. After studying it for a year with one of Paraguay’s greatest harpists, I traveled to Paraguay to perfect it and lived there for 4 years. There I took classes from some of the country’s most distinguished harpists.

I have been performing professionally since 1989. I have played in many important venues in our city such as the Botanical Gardens, the Guadalupe Cultural Arts Center, the McNay, The Witte, and the Institute of Texan Cultures. I am available for weddings, receptions, parties and other events.

I interpret a wide variety of music which includes Paraguayan and other South American pieces, classical, soft rock, popular and Mexican music. I delight in playing pieces one would not expect to hear on a harp because I enjoy surprising my audience.

I am originally from Boston and have lived in San Antonio for 20 years. I am currently employed as a tenured associate professor of humanities and interdisciplinary studies at Palo Alto College. I am also deeply involved in my community where I serve as president of my neighborhood association, participate on the board of the League of Women Voters and the Neighborhood Resource Center and work on environmental issues.
Susan Sheeran
Susan is Regional President of Merced Housing Texas, which is committed to the creation of affordable housing.  She has worked in the interests of affordable housing for 20 years and also has experience as a facilitator.

NRC STAFF:

Mark Howell, IT Specialist
Mark is a graduate of the University of Texas at San Antonio, receiving a B.S. in Computer Science.  He has over 20 years experience in the Information Technology field and is currently employed at River City Federal Credit Union.  
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